
PERMISSION TO DISTRIBUTE TRANSCRIPT DATA 
THROUGH TALKBANK 

Carnegie Mellon University 
 
Carnegie Mellon University is participating in a data-sharing program known as TalkBank that 
was established through federal and foundation grants. For the program to function properly, 
many contributors will be asked to and will give permission for their work to be made available 
to other researchers. With a full understanding of the aforementioned, I hereby give permission 
to TalkBank to make and circulate electronic copies of the language transcripts and media that I 
describe below.  These copies may be made available to scholars and other responsible parties in 
accord with the specific options that I select below. I warrant that this use of the data is in accord 
with Human Subjects review procedures at my institution. I also warrant that there is no 
copyright restriction over the transcripts and media being circulated.  Any further restrictions that 
I wish to place on the use of these data are listed under (2) below. I indemnify and render 
harmless Brian MacWhinney, TalkBank, and Carnegie Mellon University against any actions 
arising from violations of these restrictions over which they had no control, such as Internet 
security breeches or failures of users to abide by the stated usage policies. 
 
1.  General description of the data set and IRB # (if available): 
These data include 12 monthly daylong audio recordings collected by LENA for 44 infants from 
Rochester, New York. Infants were aged 6-17 months during recording, and were part of a larger 
study including video-recordings and eyetracking session scalled ‘SEEDLingS’. These data are 
currently under Duke’s IRB Protocol entitled “Visual and Linguistic Aspects of Early Word 
Learning”, # D0676.  
The initial datashare will consist only of the files from month 6 of the recordings (n=44), with 
further months added as reliability and publications ensue.  
 
 
2.  Restrictions to be placed on data availability (check all that should apply): 
__    Until  ___ (year) users must contact me for permission to use these data 
 
_X_   The transcripts may be placed into open access after removal of confidential material 
Elika Bergelson will stipulate whether any files can be in the ‘unprotected’ homebank space on a 
per-file basis, but the default is that it should all be in the protected space 
 
__   The media may be placed into open access after removal of confidential material 
 
_X_   The transcripts must be protected with a password 
 
_X_   The media must be protected with a password 
 
__   The media must be archived off the web 
 
_X_ No changes to file names or contents will occur without Elika Bergelson’s express written 
permission, and a log to clarify what changes are made and by whom (to promote accuracy and 
version control) 
 

Signed       __ ___Printed __Elika Bergelson______    Date  _12/22/17 
 
Please email this form to:  macw@cmu.edu or mail to: 
Brian MacWhinney, CMU-Psychology, 5000 Forbes Ave. Pittsburgh, PA, 15213, USA 


